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deal with terror: We must confront the 
enemy and stay on the offensive until these 
killers are defeated. 

And this is precisely what our Armed 
Forces and the forces of our coalition are 
doing. In and around Fallujah, U.S. marines 
are conducting joint patrols with local Iraqis 
to take back the city from Saddam loyalists 
and foreign fighters and other militants. In 
nearby towns, marines are conducting raids 
to disrupt enemy attacks on our supply routes 
and to root out anticoalition fighters. 

To the south, in and around the cities of 
Najaf and Karbala, U.S. Army soldiers and 
Iraqi security forces are systematically dis-
mantling the illegal militia led by the radical 
cleric Al Sadr that has incited violence and 
attempted to seize control. Iraqi security 
forces ejected elements of this militia from 
a mosque in Karbala that was being used to 
store ammunition. The Iraqi people oppose 
the actions of this illegal militia, and Shi’a 
religious leaders have called on it to with-
draw. Recent days have seen demonstrations 
in which ordinary Iraqis have taken to the 
streets, calling on the militia to withdraw 
from their cities and towns. 

As we attack and defeat the enemies of 
freedom in Iraq, we will continue to work 
with Iraqi leaders to build a free, democratic, 
and independent government. The United 
Nations special envoy, Mr. Brahimi, is now 
back in Iraq, consulting with diverse groups 
of Iraqis. In the next few weeks, important 
decisions will be made on the makeup of an 
interim government. And on June 30th, the 
flag of a free Iraq will be raised, and Iraq’s 
new interim government will assume a sov-
ereign authority. 

America will keep its commitment to the 
independence and national dignity of the 
Iraqi people. Yet the vital mission of our mili-
tary in helping to provide security will con-
tinue on July 1st and beyond. Under the lead-
ership of Major General David Petraeus, coa-
lition forces are training thousands of Iraqis 
to protect a free Iraq from external aggres-
sion and internal subversion. Our forces will 
remain in Iraq to assist the Iraqi people until 
Iraqis can secure their own country. 

Our country has great respect for the Iraqi 
people, and we are determined to expose and 
punish the abuse of Iraqi detainees. Charges 

have been filed against seven soldiers, and 
the first trial is set to begin next week. My 
administration and our military are deter-
mined that such abuses never happen again. 

All Americans know that the actions of a 
few do not reflect the true character of the 
United States Armed Forces. No military in 
the history of the world has fought so hard 
and so often for the freedom of others. 
Today, our forces are keeping terrorists 
across the world on the run. They’re helping 
the people of Afghanistan and Iraq build 
democratic societies, making America more 
secure. By their example, the people of those 
countries and of the countries around the 
world are coming to know that freedom is 
the answer to hopelessness and terror. Our 
service men and women are defending 
America with unselfish courage, and their 
achievements have brought pride and credit 
to this Nation. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:56 a.m. on 
May 14 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 15. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on May 14 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. In his remarks, the 
President referred to American hostage Nicholas 
Berg, who was killed in Iraq in early May by senior 
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; 
Muqtada Al Sadr, Iraqi Shiite cleric whose militia 
engaged in an uprising in Iraq that began in early 
April; and Maj. Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, 
incoming chief, Office of Security Transition-Iraq. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks at the Peace Officers 
Memorial Service 
May 15, 2004 

Thank you all very much. I’m so very hon-
ored to join all of you in paying respects— 
our respects to our Nation’s fallen law en-
forcement officers. Every year on this day, 
we pause to remember the sacrifice and 
faithful services of officers lost in the line 
of duty throughout our Nation’s history. And 
we add to the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial the names of men and 
women lost in the past year as well as some 
who fell in the line of duty in other times. 
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They accepted the hard responsibilities of a 
great and essential calling. 

Our fallen officers died in service to justice 
and in defense of the innocent. They will 
never be forgotten by their comrades. They 
will never be forgotten by their country. And 
today, in the presence of so many families 
and friends they loved, our Nation pays trib-
ute in pride and in gratitude. 

I appreciate Chuck Canterbury’s leader-
ship and his friendship. I also want to thank 
Aliza Clark. I appreciate Jim Pasco as the 
executive director of the Fraternal Order of 
the Police, who has worked hard to make 
this a special event for those who grieve. 

I want to thank my friend the Attorney 
General, John Ashcroft. He’s doing a great 
job on behalf of the American people. I ap-
preciate FBI Director Mueller, other mem-
bers of my administration. I want to thank 
Duke Cunningham and other Members of 
Congress who have joined us. 

I also thank all the family members who 
have come to Washington for this service. 
For each of you, there is a name on the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
that will always stand apart. You feel the hurt 
and loss and separation, but I hope you don’t 
feel alone. A lot of people are praying for 
you, and you can know today that our Nation 
will always remember the one you loved. 

They were among the more than 800,000 
men and women who serve as officers of the 
law in the United States. On the wall are 
the names of U.S. marshals and county sher-
iffs, deputies, State patrolmen, municipal po-
lice, Federal agents, Coast Guard officials 
and others who are in the business of pro-
tecting their fellow citizens. America’s men 
and women in law enforcement carry dif-
ferent responsibilities and serve different ju-
risdictions. Yet in all of those jobs, we look 
for the same basic qualities of character, for 
personal discipline, alertness of mind, and 
courage. Our country and our neighborhoods 
depend on such people, and fortunately for 
us all, they keep coming forward. 

We look for people like Sergeant Jason 
Pratt of the Omaha Police Department. He 
was shot last September at the age of 30, 
while helping a fellow officer pursue a sus-
pect. A colleague said of Sergeant Pratt, ‘‘He 
was always willing to step up and take the 

point.’’ And when he died, more than 20 po-
lice officers were at the hospital with him. 
As the mayor of the city put it, ‘‘Omaha lost 
one of its protectors, but his family lost much 
more.’’ These same words are true in every 
community, every time an officer of the law 
is taken from us. 

When the innocent need defending, we 
look for people like Trooper Nik Green of 
the Oklahoma Highway Patrol, who was shot 
and killed by a drug dealer resisting arrest. 
He died on the morning after Christmas on 
a stretch of highway just over a mile from 
his home, where he left behind a wife and 
three young daughters. This good man was 
also a youth pastor at First Baptist Church, 
where hundreds of his fellow State Troopers 
came to pay their final respects. The pastor 
said of Trooper Green, ‘‘He set a standard 
that we’re left challenged by. We’re going 
to hurt for a long, long time.’’

To bring help in desperate hours, we look 
for people like Patrick Hardesty of the Tuc-
son Police Department. He was shot and 
killed by a fleeing suspect in a hit and run. 
Officer Hardesty had seen danger before, 
during his 20 years as a United States Ma-
rine. He is survived by his wife, their three 
children, and comrades who say they thought 
of him more as a brother than a friend. A 
colleague said of Officer Hardesty, ‘‘Even be-
fore he became a good cop, he was a really 
good man.’’ 

These are the characteristics we honor 
today, really good men. These officers and 
the others we recognize at this service re-
ported to work not knowing that the day 
would bring the end of their watch. In the 
words of a colleague of one fallen officer, 
‘‘We all take it for granted that they will come 
back home safe and sound after their shift. 
Then one day, they don’t.’’ That is a part of 
the heroism of law enforcement, knowing 
that the most routine calls can turn suddenly 
violent. In the worst of moments, that is the 
heroism that faces danger and risks all for 
the safety of strangers. And in every moment, 
our country is in debt to the men and women 
in patrol cars, on bikes, and on foot, and 
standing post, and we must never take them 
for granted. 

The nearness to danger inspires a special 
loyalty among those who carry a shield and 
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enforce the law. And when one is lost, the 
family left behind is cared for and held close 
by the brotherhood of law enforcement. In 
the Memorial and in countless acts of love 
and kindness, the fallen are remembered and 
honored. And this afternoon on behalf of all 
Americans, I offer the respect of a grateful 
nation. Their calling in life was to keep the 
peace, and we pray they have found the 
peace in the almighty God. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:46 p.m. on the 
West Grounds at the U.S. Capitol. In his remarks, 
he referred to Chuck Canterbury, national presi-
dent, and James O. Pasco, Jr., executive director, 
National Fraternal Order of Police; and Aliza 
Clark, president, National Fraternal Order of Po-
lice Auxiliary.

Remarks at the Opening of the 
Brown v. Board of Education 
National Historic Site in Topeka, 
Kansas 
May 17, 2004

Thank you all. Thanks a lot. Please be seat-
ed. Thank you all for coming out today. 
Cheryl, thank you very much for your kind 
introduction. I appreciate all the Brown fam-
ily who are here. Justice Breyer. Governor 
Sebelius is with us today. Governor, thank 
you for being here. Leader Frist. Senator 
Brownback and Senator Roberts from the 
great State of Kansas. Congressman Jim 
Ryun, Congressmen Tiahrt, Moran, and 
Moore as well from Kansas. Congressman 
Elijah Cummings. Thank you for being here, 
Congressman. Proud you’re here. Secretary 
Norton and Secretary Paige, distinguished 
guests, and ladies and gentlemen: 

I’m honored to join you at this historic 
place to mark a day and a decision that 
changed America for the better and forever. 
Fifty years ago today, nine judges announced 
that they had looked at the Constitution and 
saw no justification for the segregation and 
humiliation of an entire race. Here at the 
corner of 15th and Monroe and at schools 
like it across America, that was a day of jus-
tice, and it was a long time coming. 

For millions of African descent, the experi-
ence of segregation began in chains and dark-

ness beneath the deck of a ship. A terrible 
civil war ended their slavery but did not end 
their oppression. Generations of African 
American citizens grew up and grew old 
under laws designed to demean them. Under 
the rule of Jim Crow, almost no detail of life 
escaped the supervision of cruel and petty 
men. The color of your skin determined 
where you could get your hair cut, which hos-
pital ward you could be treated in, which 
park or library you could visit, or who you 
could go fishing with. And children were in-
structed early in the customs of racial division 
at schools where they never saw a face of 
another color. 

This was codified cruelty at the service of 
racism. Segregation dulled the conscience of 
people who knew better. It fed the violence 
of people with malice in their hearts. And 
however it was defended, segregation could 
never be squared with the ideals of America. 

The legal challenges to school segregation 
began more than 100 years before the Su-
preme Court heard the case of Brown v. 
Board of Education. In 1849, African Amer-
ican parents brought suit against Boston’s di-
vided schools. Here in Kansas, segregation 
was challenged in several cases between 1881 
and 1949. These early efforts did not bring 
victory, yet they inspired words and warnings 
that have spoken across the years. As Justice 
John Marshall Harlan wrote in his dissenting 
opinion in Plessy v. Ferguson: ‘‘In view of 
the Constitution, in the eye of the law, there 
is in this country no superior, dominant rul-
ing class of citizens. The humblest is the peer 
of the most powerful. The law regards man 
as man and takes no account of his sur-
roundings or of his color.’’

The fulfillment of that vision decades later 
fell to a small group of earnest and tenacious 
lawyers. Two of them would travel thousands 
of miles together in a 1929 Ford, driving 
from courthouse to courthouse, with Charles 
Hamilton Houston and young Thurgood 
Marshall typing briefs in the car. They docu-
mented the often poor conditions of black-
only schools, the holes in the roofs and dirt 
floors that ran with mud when it rained. And 
they pursued a strategy to bring down the 
whole sorry structure of segregation, case by 
case. 
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